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A NEW BRANCH LIBRARY 
FOR VANCOUVER 


The people of the Hastings East area of 
Vancouver will shortly be served by their own 
library. In December the Vancouver Public 
Library will open the first of a proposed series 
of new branches designed to serve areas too 
long deprived of adequate library facilities. The 
Hastings Branch is located in the heart of the 
Hastings Street East business district on a lot 
100 feet wide by 120 feet deep which was donated 
by Forst’s Limited, a suburban department 
store. 

The building is L-shaped, with two wings, 
each approximately thirty feet by fifty feet. The 
Hastings Street wing has been designed to 
serve adults, and the other, to serve children. 
The circulation desk is centred between the 
two wings in a position facing the main en 
trance. Altogether, there are 3,000 square feet of 
floor space for public use and 1,500 square feet 
on two floors for staff and storage purposes. 


The floors throughout the building are of 
Mastic tile, and a particularly interesting feature 
is the use of radiant heating from the floor in 
all the public areas. This is one of the very few 
libraries in Canada to employ such a method 
of heating. The oil furnace is controlled by 
thermostats in the librarian’s office and at the 
main desk. The library is lit by semi-indirect 


MR. P. F. 


The library profession in this province has 
lost one of its best-known members, Mr. P. F. 
Grossman, who has left British Columbia to 
become Provincial Librarian of Nova Scotia. 
His new position carries with it the responsi 
bility for implementing a program of regional 
library service outlined some years ago by 
Miss Nora Bateson. For this task Mr. Grossman 
is admirably fitted, having been closely connect- 
ed for many years with both the Fraser Valley 
and Vancouver Island Union Library. 

Graduating from the University of British 
Columbia in the early 1930's, he joined the staff 
of the Fraser Valley Union Library in a clerical 


lighting units yielding thirty-foot candle-power 
in the reading area. 

The architect has provided large and pleasant 
staff quarters on the two floors of the building. 
On the main floor there are the librarian’s office 
and a large workroom and storage room to the 
rear of the circulation desk. Above these, on 
the mezzanine floor, there is a small kitchen 
and a good-sized stackroom, which is served 
by a hand-lift from the main floor. 

The exterior of the building is stucco and 
siding, and there is a splendid twenty-foot 
show-window facing Hastings Street. The plot 
of ground in front is being landscaped and 
planted by the Hastings Community Associa- 
tion, which is also providing a grilled wrought- 
iron fence across the front of the planted area 

The new branch marks an important step 
forward in library progress in this province. It 
will be the first municipally-owned branch in 
British Columbia built from by-law money 
voted by the ratepayers. Of the amount ap- 
proved, approximately $40,000 was spent on the 
building itself, $3,000 on the furnishings, $2,500 
for the architect’s services, and the balance 
was used for the purchase of new books. The 
library will open with at least 5,000 volumes in 
the permanent collection, with additions from 
the main library. 


GROSSMAN 


capacity when it was still a Carnegie demon- 
stration unit under the direction of Dr. Helen 
Stewart. He remained with this library until 
1937, when an A.L.A. scholarship took him to 
the Library School of the University of Cali- 
fornia for professional training. After the com- 
pletion of his library course, he was appointed 
librarian of the Vancouver Island Union 
Library. 

Mr. Grossman gave up this position at the 
outbreak of war. As Captain, and later Major, 
of the Westminster Regiment, he saw active 
service for six years and was severely wounded 
in the Malfi River battle in Italy in 1944. 
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Upon his discharge, Mr. Grossman was 
associated for a time with the Department of 
Veteran's Affairs in New Westminster, but 
in 1946 he accepted the appointment as Region- 
al Librarian of the Fraser Valley Union Library. 
His return to the Valley was greeted with de- 
light by the borrowers of this rural area, for 
they had not forgotten his cheery smile and the 
keen interest which he had always displayed in 


their affairs 


BULLETIN 


His ability for making friends with the public 
is one of Mr. Grossman's greatest gifts, and 
this, together with a knowledge and love of 
books and the experience in organization which 
he gained from his army service, should guar- 
antee him success in his new position. The good 
wishes of the British Columbia Library \ssocia- 
tion follow him and his family to their new 


home in Halifax. 


UNESCO International Summer School For Librarians 


The first UNESCO International School for 
Librarians was held in England during Septem- 
ber and as the delegate for British Columbia | 
found it a very interesting and = delightful 
experience. 

We spent the first three weeks of the course 
at Ashburne Hall, Manchester. Here was a 
perfect setting for the school: a_ university 
hostel in beautiful grounds, fully equipped, even 
to a bar 

The Director of the school was Mr. Arne 
Kildal, Director of Public Libraries, Norway; 
he was assisted by Mr. Charles Nowell, Presi- 
dent of the British Library Association and 
Librarian of Manchester. The resident staff was 
made up of Mr. Leon Carnousky, Graduate 
Library School, Chicago; M. Charles Depasse, 
Inspector-General, Public Libraries, Belgium; 
and Dr. S. R. Raganathan, Professor of Library 
Schience, University of Delhi. There were also 
several visiting lecturers, such as Mr. Carl 
Milam, Mr. Lionel MecColvin, Mr. Sydney, Mr 
Sevensma, Mr. Hansen, Mr. Munthe, and Mr 
Lord, all leading men in the library profession 

The basic theme of the school was the public 
library, with particular emphasis on its services 
to popular education and the promotion of 
international understanding 

The general purposes of the school were, tirst, 
to examine ways in which public libraries can 
become more effective centres of popular fun- 
damental education. Second, to explore solutions 
of basic library development problems, par 
ticularly in reconstruction countries. Third, to 


increase the awareness among the participants 
of the aims of UNESCO, especially in relation 
to public libraries as centres for education in 
international understanding; and to enable 
UNESCO to form a clearer picture of public 
countries. 


library problems in the’ various 


Fourth, to provide the students with an exper- 


ience in international living and learning. 

The program included lectures followed by 
questions and then discussion groups. Those 
who took part were divided into four groups, 
three Knglish-speaking, and one French-speak- 
ing. Summaries were made of the conclusions of 
each group and these were submitted to a com- 
bined meeting of all the groups. To enable the 
groups to follow the same line of discussion, 
leading questions on each lecture were formu- 
lated at a joint meeting of the faculty and 
participants’ committee. 

These discussions were very informative and 
olten continued longer than scheduled. It was 
amazing how much we learned from them and 
from the diversity of opinions expressed in 
them. The fifty students from about twenty 
countries entered wholeheartedly into these 
group meetings, and | personnally found them 
very stimulating 

The last week of the school was spent in 
London, where lectures were held at Chaucer 
Llouse, the luxurious headquarters of the Brit- 
ish Library Association, and at the Henry 
Morley School of Librarianship, University of 
London. 

The social side of the program included re- 
ceptions, parties, tours to the Lake District, the 
Derbyshire County Library System, Oxford, 
and visits to several libraries, among them the 
John Rylands Library, Manchester, and the 
British Museum. 

Hlow | wish | had the space and time to tell 
you all that happened; to tell you of the happy 
fellowship, the friendships formed and_ the 
pleasures shared. [| sincerely hope that some 
of you, one day, will have the good fortune 
that | had and that you will be able to attend 
a UNESCO Library School 


Elizabeth Musto. 


December, 1948. 
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HOSPITAL LIBRARY SERVICES 


On Thursday evening, October 7th, | ac- 
companied the delegates to the annual meeting 
of Women’s Aides to B.C. Hospitals to New 
Westminster for an evening session. The meet- 
ing was held in the lounge of the Nurses’ Home 
of the Royal Columbian Hospital, a beautiful, 
comfortable room, which had been furnished 
and decorated during the year by the New 
Westminster group. 

The first part of the meeting was a general, 
informal discussion of problems. Many dele- 
gates gave a brief résumé of the year’s work 
and asked for advice on special points. 

| spoke for twenty minutes on Library Ser- 
vice in Hospitals. | discussed the plan outlined 


NEWS OF 


Fraser Valley Union Library 

The Fraser Valley Union Library continues 
to expand. Since the publication of the last 
bulletin we have added two new book van stops 
and plan to bring the number of school deposits 
up to ninety-six by the addition of four new 
ones this month. 

We have good news from Chilliwack. .\ new 
branch library is to be built there at a cost of 
approximately $15,000. The plans have been 
passed and building will commence as soon as 
a few minor details have been settled. An excel- 
lent site has been provided by the City of Chilli- 
wack at the junction of Wellington and College 
Streets. Great credit is due Mrs. Ruth Goodall, 
Branch Librarian, and Mrs. Leslie Barber, 
Chairman of the local library committee, for 
their energetic efforts to make the proposed 
building a reality. It is hoped to have it ready 
for opening by the coming spring. 

Our great need now is a new headquarters 
building at Abbotsford. The present building, 
which houses both the headquarters and the 
\bbotsford branch, is hopelessly inadequate, 
with every possible and impossible inch ot 
space utilized. Efforts are, however, being madc 
to improve the situation and to procure a new 
location. 

We have pleasure in welcoming Miss Mabel 
L. Wright, of Chilliwack, to our staff as cata- 


loguer. Miss Wright obtained her Bachelor of 


in the “Programme of Library Service for B.C.” 
and the reasons why good hospital services 
could come only through public library channels. 
In the British Columbia municipal hospitals 
there is no public library service to date. What 
book service there is is carried on entirely by 
the women’s auxiliaries, often at the cost of 
much time and money 


[ made a special point of giving credit to 
the work done by the auxiliaries but at the same 
time I did my best to emphasize the need for 
professional library service for the ill as well 
as for the healthy. 


Irene McAfee 


LIBRARIES 


\rts degree from the University of Saskatche- 
wan and her Bachelor of Library Science degree 
from McGill University. She has had catalogu- 
ing experience with the International Labour 
Organization in Montreal. We still have a 
vacancy for a qualified children’s librarian. 


Ronald Ley 


New Westminster Public Library 


The New Westminster Public Library has 
been the scene of much activity since the be- 
ginning of the winter season. Book Week was 
emphasized by an “open house” held November 
8th, when over one hundred organizations in 
the city sent representatives to visit the library 
and to meet the members of the board and the 
staff. On this day, the special high school corner, 
“Books for tomorrow’s adults,” was formally 
opened. The affair was considered so successful 
and so valuable, that similar functions are being 
planned for the near future for special groups 
from particular districts in the city. 

During the summer the outside of the building 
was re-painted, and, before this year is ended, 
our work-room will have been completely re 
modelled, so that during the day it will be a 
more pleasant and efficient working space, and 
during the evening it can be used as a comfort- 
able meeting-place for discussion groups or 
club executive meetings. This year amusing 
new shelf guides, painted by W. D. West, of 
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the Vancouver Art School, have been a distine- 
tively novel addition to the library. 

The Boys’ and Girls’ Department has been 
very busy all season working with school 
classes. Miss Hutcheson and Miss Knox set up 
Book Week displays in the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Room which were the subject of much favorable 
comment. To date, four performances have been 
given by the “Library Puppeteers,” a very 
popular group of entertainers, who are much 
in demand for Yuletide affairs this season. 

The three senior members of the staff have 
been supplying the local paper with book re- 
views for its weekly magazine supplement. 
Members of the library board have also been 
kept ‘busy reading the contents of the fat 
envelopes received from Miss Morton of the 
Canadian Library Association, of which they 
are now all members 

Miss Barbara Knox, formerly of the staff of 
the Macmillan Company, Toronto, joined the 
staff in September. She replaces Miss Doreen 
Yorkston, who is working toward her Master's 
degree at Clark University, Worcester, Mass. 


Ruth E, Cameron. 


Okanagan Union Library 


We are making several small changes in our 
building, which should benefit both staff and 
public. Because of our increased circulation, 
the queues of borrowers at the charging desk 
have been getting steadily longer. We hope, 
however, to speed up service by lengthening 
the desk so that several staff members may 
mark out and take in books at the same time. 
In addition, the staff work-rooms are being 
equipped with flourescent lighting 

We have a new library van, a 1949 Chevrolet 
panel delivery truck, which is proving most 
satisfactory. It is more comfortable and better 
suited to our needs than our former ones. 

The library has recently established two new 
branches in the Summerland area, Trout Creek 
ind Lower Town, Summerland. We therefore 
now have tifty-two branches and_ fifty-six 
school libraries. 

The Kelowna art club meets once a week in 
the library and with the co-operation of its 
members we held an extremely interesting ex 
hibition of paintings of local scenery. 


Mrs. Ffoulkes, our chief librarian, has this 


fall instituted the practice of giving at least-one 
book-talk on every trip. A local organization, 
such as the Women’s Institute, usually arranges 
the time and place for the talks. They are fol- 
lowed by animated discussion periods, and have 
been very well received. 


Agnes L. Stiell. 


Public Library Commission 


On November 12 the Public Library Commis- 
sion accepted with regret Dr. Lamb's resignation 
as chairman. A resolution was adopted ex- 
pressing appreciation of his unflagging service 
in the interests of the Commission, first as 
Superintendent and Secretary, and later as a 
commissioner and as Chairman. He carries 
away with him the Commission's best wishes 
for success in the new and important duties he 
is about to assume as Dominion Archivist, and 
in paving the way for a national library. He is 
succeeded by Mr. Lidster, who will serve as 
Chairman until the next annual meeting in 
\pril. 

In September and October the Superintend- 
ent made a tour of libraries up the west coast 
to Prince Rupert, through the North-Central 
District and into the Peace, and as far south as 
Williams Lake. He found a good response to 
the suggested new co-operative scheme for 
public library associations in the North-Central 
District, where Miss Sargent hopes by the end 
of 1948 to have completed the co-operative 
school library service for one-room schools. It 
is planned to start the public library co-opera- 
tive early in 1949. 

In the Peace River District Mr. Morison 
found on every hand vocal appreciation of both 
school and community library service, long 
besought by the residents of this frontier area. 
Under the administration of Miss Margaret 
Strachan, and later of Miss Edith Sturdy, the 
district has now been pretty well “blanketed” 
with library service, and travelling libraries are 
finding their way up the Alaska Highway as 
far as the Yukon border 


Prince Rupert Public Library is doing good 
work in its fine new quarters in the community 
centre, and there is good prospect of co-opera- 
tion between the library board, the city council 
and the Commission in the improvement of its 
financial position. 
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Following the Superintendent’s report on 
library affairs in more or less isolated communi- 
ties, such as that in Ocean Falls, the Commis- 
sion has adopted his suggestion to recommend 
the appointment of a senior librarian to serve 
in the capacity of “free lance,” or “flying squad- 
ron,” in assisting such libraries from time to 
time and of helping out headquarters and the 
two branches of the Commission in rush periods. 


Headquarters of the Commission’s open shelf 
and travelling library services at Victoria re- 
cently enjoyed full-page publicity in the Sunday 
magazine section of the Victoria Daily Times. 
This article was well illustrated and included 
a brief description of operations together with 
diversified expressions of appreciation from the 
widely scattered recipients of the service. 


U.B.C. Library 
STAFF ASSOCIATION 


Two dinner meetings of the U.B.C. Library 
Staff Association have been held this fall in the 
new staff rooms, which are now furnished and 
ready for use, although a few items, such as 
permanent tables for the dining room, have 
yet to be added. In October we held a “shower” 
for the rooms, at which staff members con- 
tributed ash trays, tea towels, and numerous 
other small items. 

\t the first dinner meeting, held on October 
5th, plans were made for the formation of study 
groups On various subjects, among them, Inter- 
national Affairs, Library Literature, and Music 
\ppreciation. A committee has also been ap- 
pointed to consider the formation of a Staff 
Association Scholarship Fund to assist students 
from this province who plan to attend library 
school. 

\t the second meeting, on November 19th, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Musto of the Vancouver Public 
Library gave a most interesting account of the 
UNESCO Library School. 

One of the biggest projects undertaken by 
the association was the open house and tea, 
held on November 28th, at which librarians and 
library workers in Vancouver and district were 
invited to meet members of the U.B.C. Library 
staff and to make a tour of the new wing of 
our library. 

Isabel Abernethy. 


Vancouver Public Library 


Improved service to adult readers in the Van- 
couver Public Library is the purpose of the 
recent expansion of the circulation department 
to take in part of what has been for the last two 
years the Young People’s koom. The additional 
space provided will make possible experimenta- 
tion with special groupings of materials which 
are related from the reader’s point of view but 
which are separated by the strict logic of the 
classification scheme. One such proposed re- 
grouping will bring together the several classes 
having to do with family relations. 

The young people are not being disregarded 
in this change; they have been given a section 
of books specially suggested for their use and 
one staff member will be responsible for devel- 
oping work with young people in close co- 
operation with the branches. 

Mrs. Margaret Brunette, who has been head 
of the Young People’s Division in the Vancou- 
ver Public Library, became head of the Kitsi- 
lano Branch on the first of December. 

Miss Kathleen MacKenzie has resigned as 
head of the Kitsilano Branch to marry Mr. S. T. 
Madeley of Vancouver. 

Miss Edith Sturdy, who for the past year has 
been in charge of the Dawson Creek Branch 
of the Public Library Commission, returned in 
November to the Fine Arts Division of the 
Vancouver Public Library to take the place of 
Miss Rhoda Baxter, who has gone to the Ref- 
erence Department of the Portland, Oregon, 
Library. 

Miss Dorothy Prat, head of the Vancouver 
Film Council, is now working half-time in 
charge of films in the Fine Arts Division of the 
Vancouver Public Library. 


E. S. Robinson. 


U.B.C. Library 


The new North Wing of the U.B-C. Library 
was formally opened on Wednesday, October 27. 
The ceremony took place at 4:30 p.m., immedi- 
ately after the Autumn Congregation at which 
honorary degrees had been conferred upon three 
librarians—Dr. Luther H. Evans, Librarian of 
Congress, Mr. W. Stewart Wallace, Librarian 
of the University of Toronto, and Dr. W. Kaye 
Lamb, U.B.C. Librarian, who leaves for Ottawa 
at the end of the year to take over his new 
post of Dominion Archivist. 
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The ceremony took place in the new Riding- 
ton Reference Room, which was crowded to 
capacity for the occasion. Dr. N. A. M. Mac- 
Kenzie, President of the University, presided 
and first introduced the Hon. E. C. Carson, 
Minister of Public Works, who attended on 
behalf of the Government of British Columbia. 
Mr. Carson outlined the history of the building, 
stressed the importance of adequate library 
facilities to the campus as a whole, and handed 
the keys of the new wing to the Hon. Eric W. 
Hamber, U.B.C. Chancellor, who in turn handed 
them to Dr. Lamb as Librarian. Dr. Lamb 
then introduced the special guests, who, in 
addition to the speakers, included the Hon. 
R. C. MacDonald, Minister of Mines and Muni- 
cipal Affairs, Dr. L. S. Klinck, President Emeri- 
tus, Miss Dorothy Jefferd, Head of the Cata- 
logue Department, who has been a member of 
the U.B.C. staff since the library was first 
opened in 1915, Mr. C. J. Thompson, the Uni- 
versity’s architect, and Mr. Hugh Martin, of 
the Marwell Construction Company, general 
contractors for the building. He then called 
upon Dr. Luther Evans to bring greetings from 
the libraries of the United States, and Mr. 
Wallace in turn spoke on behalf of the libraries 
of Canada. 


The President next called upon Mrs. Riding- 
ton, widow of the late John Ridington, to unveil 
a memorial plaque to the memory of her hus- 
band that has been placed on the wall of the 
Ridington Reference Room. The _ inscription 
reads: 

John Ridington 
1816-1945 
First Librarian 
of the University 
1915-1940 

Erected upon the occasion of the formal 
ypening of the North Wing, October 27, 1948. 


When Mrs. Ridington unveiled the plaque the 
falling draperies also revealed a portrait of 
of Mr. Ridington which had been presented to 
the Library by his son, Mr. Bernard Ridington. 
Painted a good many years ago, this excellent 
likeness is the work of Mr. Ridington’s brother- 
in-law, Mr. Malcolm Charleson. 

Following the ceremony in the Ridington 
Room, the President asked the Chancellor and 
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Dr. Klinck to proceed to the main concourse 
of the Library, where they unveiled portraits of 
themselves painted recently for the University 
by Lillias Torrance Newton, R.C.A. Portraits 
of the late Dr. F. F. Wesbrook, U.B.C.’s first 
President, Mr. F. C. Carter Cotton, the first 
Chancellor, and the late Dr. R. E. McKechnie, 
the second Chancellor, have also been hung in 
the concourse. All five paintings have been 
placed on the east wall, where they form an 
interesting and striking series. 


The Library is glorying in its new-found 
sense of space, but the new wing has been 
crowded to peak capacity virtually all term. 
Even with the Ridington Reference Room (6000 
square feet), the new Reserve Book Reading 
Room (4500 sauare feet) and the new Periodi- 
cal Room (2500 square feet) all functioning, 
overcrowding remains a problem. At the mo- 
ment this is doubtless due in part to a shortage 
of tables and chairs, but even when this deficien- 
cy is made good, and the building’s total seating 
capacity rises to 1000 (from about 700 at pres- 
ent), seats promise to remain at a premium. 


One thing is both clear and reassuring: the 
Library is being used. Which gives us reason 
to believe that our books will fulfil the hope 
expressed at the formal opening by Dr. Evans— 
that they should “mould minds, and not merely 
mould.” 


Dr. W. K. Lamb. 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Its one demand is freedom, its one motto 
Deep in the door, Read, Know, and Tolerate. 
That tree of knowledge from which Adam ate 
Flourishes here, our costly quidproquo 


\nd what we call behavior and good will 

\re modeled here in fiction. On the slate 

Of the fresh mind fresh images dilate, 

\nd lives turn at a phrase, and lives stand still. 
This gathering of silent volumes roars 
Uninterrupted, ceaseless, without ban; 

These teachings break through wide-flung open 

doors, 


The Talmud, Naso, and The Rights of Man. 


—From “Public Library,” by Karl Shapiro. 
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